April 2011 Training update for circulation to Regional Genetics labs
A previous note was circulated in December in response to queries received regarding developments in training, with particular concerns regarding which training programme to follow for newly appointed Genetic Technologists, and how assessments for scientist and technologist trainees on the pre-MSC training schemes will be conducted. This update follows further discussions at the meeting of the GETB (Genetics Education and Training Board) on the 29th of March.
As previously stated, no further trainees are being accepted for the three year ACC/CMGS training programme for Genetic Technologists. For those currently on this programme, assessors have been identified and guidelines for assessments should be circulated shortly. The National Healthcare Science School of Genetics is providing administrative support for these assessments (relevant contact details will be included in the guidelines) and also for assessments for clinical scientist trainees following the pre-MSC training.
For newly appointed Genetic Technologists, it is likely that a flexible version of the MSC Practitioner Training Programme can be devised. Details are currently being considered with the National Healthcare Science School of Genetics. In order to help with this process it would be very useful to know how many individuals fall into the group of Genetic Technologists in training who are not following either the three year ACC/CMGS programme or the PTP. If labs can provide numbers I’ll collate this data. In the meantime if Genetic Technologists in this group follow a training programme that includes the appropriate competences from the Practitioner Training Programme, this should put them in a strong position to fulfil the requirements for any training scheme eventually adopted. The first group of Healthcare Science Practitioners to have followed the full PTP will complete their training this September, so it should only be necessary to have a flexible version of the PTP as an interim measure.
Please get in touch with any queries.
David Bourn

On behalf of the GETB
