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Modernising Scientific Careers / future of the TAB
Events in the past year have been dominated by the introduction of the MSC Genetics pilot training programmes for Healthcare Scientists and Healthcare Science Practitioners. Other than feeding back comments on the programmes (with particular reference to some major gaps in the areas covered) and inviting a MSC representative to address the December meeting the TAB has had limited input into the process. Outside MSC an increasing number of joint ACC/CMGS training events have been held (see below). Communication between the TAB and ETC has been helped by having the National trainers in Molecular Genetics and Cytogenetics, Sarah Warburton and Gavin Cuthbert, sit on both committees.

The proposed merger of the TAB with the ETC was discussed at the TAB meeting held on the 3rd of March. It was agreed that a joint committee was the right way to take training forward. Suggestions were forwarded to the ACC and CMGS executive bodies regarding the make up and remit of any merged body, stressing the importance of continuing support for those Scientist and Genetic Technologist trainees on existing schemes, and also of support for the large number of national and regional training events which are currently organised by the national and regional trainers, Sarah Warburton, Gemma Monaghan and Nicola Wolstenholme. 
Changes to TAB membership
Maggie Williams stood down as TAB chair on 31st March and was thanked by the TAB for her hard work over the past two years. David Bourn took over as chair. Samantha Butler and Sheila Palmer-Smith have jointly replaced Jennie Bell as trainee representatives for the RCPath Genetics and Clinical Embryology SAC, and have fed back to the TAB as appropriate. Jennie has taken on the role of Deputy Chair of the TAB. Later this year Sarah Warburton will be retiring from her role as National Training Co-ordinator for Clinical Molecular Genetics. Sarah will be sorely missed and the TAB expressed their appreciation for all of her work in this role.
National and Regional training
· Gemma Monaghan and Nicola Wolstenholme as Regional Trainers continue to support the London and Northern labs respectively, in addition to their work in organising, together with Sarah as National training co-ordinator, a wide range of national training events. Gemma and Nicky have also begun sitting in on trainee clinical scientist assessments, with a view to conducting some of these after Sarah’s retirement.
· A national meeting of laboratory training officers was held on 12th October 2009 in Birmingham and was attended by 16 training officers. Key issues included an update on MSC, Bioinformatics training and Genetic Technologist training. Feedback from the meeting was very positive.
· The training section of the CMGS website has undergone the following improvements and updates:
· Out of date training information has been removed from the site and some preliminary MSC information (including newsletters and draft training manuals for the pilot scheme) has been added.
· The number of presentations which are available to download has increased significantly.
· A combined ACC/CMGS Quality Managers meeting had been held on 23rd January 2009 at which a QM E-group was established. The QM E-group continues to be widely used. A Eurogentest meeting for Quality Managers in Genetics was held on 14th / 15th January 2010 with 12 UK attendees.
· A scientist registration workshop was held at St Mary’s Hospital, Manchester, on 26th February 2009. 
· The Bioinformatics working party has circulated draft competences and a classification of online resources for comment.
· A colorectal cancer best practice review meeting was held on 30th November at Northwick Park with 38 participants.
· A training for trainers course was held in Oxford on the 12th-14th October with 13 attendees (jointly between the ACC and CMGS).
· Regional training days:

· SCOBEC pharmacogenetics and molecular oncology held in Salisbury on the 28th of September

· Northern laboratories consanguinity and autozygosity held in Leeds on the 29th of April

· Northern neuromuscular study day to be confirmed.

·  London meetings held quarterly (core diseases, new developments, specialist services, interesting cases)
Genetic Technologist Training

· A total of 30 Genetic technologists in Molecular Genetics have registered for the joint CMGS/ACC national training programme. Nine laboratories have submitted successful applications to the TAB for accreditation of their technologist training programme, including one specialist laboratory which made a joint application to the TAB and ETC.
· A National Training day for Genetic Technologists (joint ACC/CMGS) was held on 1st October 2009. 92 GTs attended, with presentations on a wide range of topics and positive feedback.
· 41 Molecular Genetic technologists have joined the voluntary register to date, in a total of 80 who are eligible to register.  It is essential that CMGS laboratories continue to promote and support voluntary registration of GT staff in order that when a mechanism is finally in place for registration as many GT staff as possible will be able to transfer across. To help the registration process GT staff should also be encouraged to join the CMGS where they have not already done so.
Clinical Scientist Training. 

· 12 new clinical scientist trainees started in the clinical molecular genetics modality in October 09.

· A 2 day course for new trainee clinical scientists in molecular genetics was held in Birmingham on the 27th and 28th of October 2009 attended by 10 trainees. Feedback was very positive.
· 20 trainees have been awarded the Certificate of Competence
· A total of 55 assessments of clinical scientist trainees were undertaken, and again the TAB would like to thank Sarah Warburton for all of her work in this area.
· The FRCPath part 1 self help course, held in Birmingham, was heavily oversubscribed. 18 took part. It is planned to hold two courses leading up to the 2011 examination, held in London and Manchester. Many thanks to all who gave up their time to facilitate these sessions.

· An FRCPath part 2 written option workshop for both molecular and cytogenetic candidates was held in London on the 11th of June with 10 participants. Nine candidates attended three sessions in Birmingham in preparation for the viva. Again, thanks to those who passed on their experience both as candidates and examiners.

· The basic risk calculation workshop was held in Manchester at the NOWGEN centre on 23rd of April with 22 attendees. Some problems were encountered in the level of preparation for the workshop. The advanced course, held on the 17th of June with 14 participants, had better feedback but there were still some issues regarding the background knowledge of those attending.

Dates for 2010 TAB meetings

3rd March 2010
10th June 2010 Joint committee established?
