
REMIT OF THE CLINICAL MOLECULAR GENETICS SOCIETY

TRAINING ACCREDITATION BOARD (CMGS TAB)

The TAB holds professional responsibility for the training and development of scientific and technical staff working in NHS regional molecular genetics laboratories, and provides  guidance and support on training and development issues in molecular genetics for CMGS members in all UK and Ireland laboratories. 

The TAB meets quarterly and its work is undertaken under the umbrella of the CMGS Executive committee. A summary of its work is provided to the Executive and the CMGS community.

The TAB remit is broad and encompasses the following.

· Laboratory Accreditation for Training 
The CMGS TAB is recognised by the Department of Health and training commissioners as the body responsible for vetting programmes, facilities and management of laboratories applying for accreditation to deliver training in molecular genetics. Currently, accreditation is provided for entry-level clinical scientist training. The TAB issues a feedback letter and an Accreditation Certificate will be issued to appropriate laboratories.

· Workforce Planning

The TAB in conjunction with the CMGS Executive monitors and reviews workforce in conjunction with National initiatives, service modernisation, professional issues and policies to ensure that workforce is robust, fit for purpose and future proof.

· Scientist Training
· Pre-Registration Training
· Years 1 and 2
The TAB provides a formal external assessment scheme to monitor progress of and provide support to trainees and laboratories delivering accredited training programmes. 

Assessments are undertaken at 6, 12 and 24 months or on completion if the completion date exceeds 24 months.  It is required that all trainees will complete within 36 months . Written reports are provided to the trainee and training center and lodged with the Chair of the TAB. 

The CMGS TAB reserves part of the CMGS annual Spring meeting in order to provide an opportunity for trainee scientists to present research and clinical data in a National setting.

The TAB issues a Postgraduate Certificate of Competence in Clinical Molecular Genetics on successful completion of the training programme.

· Years 3 and 4, and 6 year route  - the TAB provides advice on training and portfolio development during the period required to become eligible for HPC Registration.
· Higher Scientific Training

· The TAB provides advice and support for Scientists undertaking higher specialist training in conjunction with the Royal College of Pathologists Specialist Advisory Committee for Genetics and Embryology and Royal College of Pathologists Trainees Advisory Committee. 
Depending on demand, the TAB organizes ‘self-help’ courses in preparation for Part 1 and Part 2 Membership of the Royal College of Pathologists.  
· Genetic Technologist Training

In conjunction with the Associated Genetic Technologists Committee the TAB provides advice and support to genetic technologists on training and development and VRC ( Voluntary Registration Council )voluntary registration. TAB supports the development of a National framework of training and competencies for Genetic Technologists. 

· Organisation of Training Meetings 
The TAB provides a programme of National training days/courses to support training and development of molecular genetics professionals. The following are currently offered ;

· An annual two day meeting for all year 1 pre-registration trainees comprising fundamental scientific and clinical issues, health and safety, ethics and career progression.  

· Annual risk calculation training days - a fundamental session for year 1 trainees and a more advanced programme for year 2.

· Regional Training days for scientists and technologists on clinical. Scientific and technical issues.

· Annual one day preparation for registration meetings.

· Training for Trainers 
The TAB provides three or four day residential training courses for those involved in pre-registration scientist or genetic technologist training on an annual or biannual basis. 

· Training Resources

The TAB provides advice and guidance on the development of training resources for the molecular genetics profession.


