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Chair’s Report to AGM
Durham, 7th April 2011

DH Consultations on Liberating the NHS
Representatives from the CMGS working closely with colleagues from the ACC have attended and responded to the following consultation meetings as part of the White Paper Consultation process:

· Commissioning for Patients

· Transparency in Outcomes

· Regulating Healthcare Providers

· Greater Choice and Control

· An Information Revolution

· Developing the Workforce.

This process is ongoing and the CMGS will continue to provide input and comment.

Lead Scientists for each of the SHAs have been appointed to work with the DH and Chief Scientific Officer. Genetics is fortunate to have Angela Douglas (representing the North West) Val Davidson (representing West Midlands) and John Crolla (representing the South West) appointed as Lead Scientists.
The Human Genomics Strategy Group
The CMGS and ACC have representatives on the following working groups:
· Service Development

· Innovation

· Commissioning

· Bioinformatics and Information

· Training and Education

Decisions and actions taken at these meetings are fed into the Human Genomics Strategy Group Chaired by Prof Sir John Bell.
UK Head of Service Meeting 
A very successful meeting of the Genetic Heads of Service took place in Newcastle on 15th November 2011. The main items on the agenda for discussion included Pathology Modernisation and QIPP, the DH White Paper consultations, the Human Genomics Strategy Group, Modernising Scientific Careers and the future of the CMGS and ACC. Ian Barnes, Director of Pathology for DH, presented the Governments perspective on the future provision of pathology services and how genetics could play into this and the QIPP agenda. Other issues discussed included the future profile of the genetic workforce and the problems of obtaining statutory regulation for some staff.

Finally the future of the CMGS and ACC was raised and there was unanimous approval from the Heads of Service that both professional bodies should merge.
Joint Spring Conference, Birmingham, 2012
In line with the anticipated future of the CMGS and ACC, it has been decided to hold a joint Spring Conference in Birmingham.
Workforce and Training

The newly formed Genetic Education and Training Board (GETB), a joint training committee of both the CMGS and ACC is overseeing training and education is collaboration with the national School of Genetics in Birmingham. Dr Sarah Warburton, the national trainer for Molecular Genetics completed her trainee assessments in December 2010. The CMGS would like to thank Sarah for her unstinting service to the CMGS and training over the years and wish her well in her retirement. Funding for the two regional trainers is due to end in the near future and the GETB is making arrangements to carry out final assessments of competence for the small number of traditional route trainees still in training.
Following an extraordinary general meeting of the ACS and professional bodies in December 2010, agreement has been reached with DH to establish a new body, the Academy of Healthcare Science, that will maintain, promote and accredit Healthcare Science training. A meeting of the shadow board of the new organization is planned in the near future. At present Genetics is not represented on this new board but will lobby for inclusion.
The CMGS is concerned about changes in regulation proposed by the Government that may affect the ability of certain groups of genetic staff to achieve statutory regulation. 

Best Practice Guidelines

Yvonne Wallis is the new Editor of the CMGS Best Practice Guidelines. Yvonne is currently identifying those guidelines still in draft or that require updating. New draft guidelines have been produced for reporting Molecular Genetic Results, FAP/MutYH, HD and haemophilia. These are available on the CMGS website for consultation and comment. Dr Ian Frayling is producing updated guidelines for Lynch syndrome and new draft guidelines for unclassified variants are being developed following a recent meeting in Birmingham.
Recent Meetings
The Chairs of both the CMGS and ACC the meeting of the Joint Committee of Medical Genetics on the 18th Jan 2011. 
The CMGS Chair also attended the BSHG Council meeting on the 19th Jan 2011.

Any issues identified by CMGS members were raised by the Chair at both meetings.
Workload Units and Reporting times

The CMGS audit this year included collecting workload unit data using the newly agreed MOLU units. The ACC are evaluating a similar workload unit system for Cytogenetics.
The CMGS EC has endorsed the inclusion of a new 20 working day reporting time for “non-urgent routine tests”.
Future of the CMGS and ACC
Following on from the vote in November by the Heads of Service to merge the CMGS and ACC, office bearers from the Executive Committee and Council met on the 8th of March to agree the process for dissolving the individual organizations and forming a new professional body. However, no action can take place without agreement from the membership of both the CMGS and ACC. Information about the process and the ballot will be provided at the forthcoming Spring meetings in Durham and it is planned to ballot the memberships shortly thereafter. 
David Baty

Chair of CMGS
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