
[image: image1.png]I'ACTTAGCMGS GTGTCAGTACCGTACTTAGCGT!
.CGTACT ACGTGTCAGTACCGTACTCGTGT
TCAGTACC AGCLINICALMOLECULARACGTGTC
GTGTCAGT TACTGENETICS SOCIETYACGTGTCAG]




Association of Genetic Technologist Committee’s Report

April 2009 – March 2010 

Committee Structure

· In 2009 Beverley Royston (ACC) stepped down as chair of the AGTC and was replaced by Anne Reilly (ACC), and Elaine Clements (CMGS) was selected as vice-chair. 3 new members also joined the committee: Fiona Coyne (CMGS), Emma Newman (ACC) and Jake Miller (ACC).

· Anne Reilly and Elaine Clements represent the AGTC on the ACC and CMGS executive committees respectively.

· Jake Miller and Marcus Allen represent the AGTC on the respective ACC and CMGS training boards.

· Marcus Allen and Jake Miller are also representing the AGTC on the MSC Pilot Expert Reference Group for Healthcare Science Practitioner training.

Registration Progress

· The AGTC are continuing to move forward with promoting registration of Genetic Technologists with the Voluntary Registration Council. To ascertain progress a survey was carried out by the AGTC in July and October 2009 with the following results:

· 302 Genetic Technologists at Career Frame Work Level 5 and above.

· 173 of these Genetic Technologists are eligible for registration (57%).

· 96 of the eligible Genetic Technologists are registered (56%). As of April 2010, there are 113 registered Genetic Technologists.
· 58 Genetic Technologists are members of a professional body (19%).

· This survey will be repeated regularly in order to monitor numbers of registered technologists ready for our application to the Health Professions Council. It also highlighted the limited uptake of technologists joining the professional bodies (either the ACC or CMGS), which could prove extremely detrimental to our HPC application.

· Due to the speed of progress with the implementation of Modernising Scientific Careers it has become clear that all ‘aspirant’ Healthcare Science groups must progress their applications for statutory registration as a matter of urgency. Genetic Technologists are considered to be an ‘aspirant’ Healthcare Science group and thus the AGTC is in the process of preparing evidence to support the application for statutory regulation.

· The HPC application consists of 10 criteria the profession must meet; however we are struggling to meet the criteria pertaining to membership of professional bodies. Unfortunately, the uptake of professional body membership (see above) is too low for the application to be successful. The AGTC, in conjunction with the ACC and CMGS, are therefore promoting the benefits of membership. It is also important that all technologists register with the VRC as soon as they are eligible.  

Genetic Technologist Training

· 30 Genetic Technologists have registered for the National Training Programme in Molecular Genetics, with the first technologists due to exit at the end of 2010.
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