CMGS Audit 2008-9

A total of 27 CMGS Laboratories returned their activity data for 2008-9. This was one more respondent than the previous year and included three new participants but absence of two Regional Molecular Genetic Centres. Not all data was complete and the reasons for none or incomplete returns continue to include issues with IT and staff time. The majority of Laboratories provided their data by the 31st October 2009 which was much earlier than in previous years and enabled the final audit report to be issued 12/1/2010.

Overall the number of samples and extractions increased. Postnatal reports appear to be down but this may reflect a reduction in issuing interim reports and exclusion of bank (store only) reports. Prenatal reports were up on the previous year with a notable contribution from non-invasive prenatal testing for fetal sex. The predictive test data was shared with the HGC Monitoring group on Genetics and Insurance who were very grateful for sight of the data and the trend analysis.

The reporting time data was used to help inform the debate over the current targets.

The workforce data has been used in workforce data presented to the JCMG and by individual laboratories in regard to staffing levels and banding.

In terms of future developments, it is hoped that we can collate some initial data on the new units of activity in the next audit and also consider some joint data collection with the ACC for areas of overlap. Consideration should also be given to the publication of the audit reports on the CMGS website for easier access and transparency.
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